AQA A level ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Here is an overview of what we are going to be doing over the next two years in your English language course.  In addition, we will begin the coursework at the end of Yr12.
A Level 2 papers each worth 100 marks and a non-exam assessed unit which is worth 100 marks

Paper 1 40% of A level and is 2 and half hours long:

· Section A: Textual variations and representations. Two texts (one contemporary and one older) linked by topic or theme. A question requiring analysis on one text worth 25 marks. A question requiring analysis of a second text worth 25 marks. A question requiring comparison the two texts worth 20 marks.
· Section B: Children’s language development which has a choice of two questions where the data provided will focus on spoken, written or multi-modal language worth 30 marks
Paper 2 40% of A level and is 2 and half hours long:
· Section A: Diversity and change. One question from a choice of two which will be either an evaluative essay on language diversity or an evaluative essay on language change worth 30 marks.

· Section B: Language discourses. Two texts about a topic linked to diversity and change. A question requiring analysis of hoe texts use language to present ideas, attitudes and opinions worth 40 marks. A directed writing task linked to the same topic and the ideas in the texts worth 30 marks.

Non-exam assessment: Language in action 20% of the A level

· A piece of coursework which includes a Language investigation about 2000 words long and a piece of original writing with a commentary each 750 words long

The coursework is worth 100 marks

	Year 12
	What are we doing?
	How am I assessed?
	Tick if completed

	Autumn Term 1
(Teaching time 8 weeks approx.)
	Textual variations and methods of Language analysis. This includes Context, Audience and Purpose and genre in both written and spoken texts and how writers produce meanings and representations in texts
	There will be an assessment at the end of this half term. Paper 1 Section A.
	

	Autumn Term 2 and 2/3 weeks of Spring 1

(Teaching time 8 approx.)

	Students will study dialects in literature, spontaneous speech. Also students will complete research about attitudes to dialects.

Attitudes to language diversity including sociolect, idiolect and how to structure a evaluative essay on this.
Students will study how to compare texts and complete more detailed analysis through the methods of language analysis use.

Students will analyse research findings on various topics in English language such as Gender, social and occupational groups 
	There will be an assessment on Paper 2 Section A at the end of this half term and Paper 1 Section A.
There will be an assessment at the end of this half term and students will complete a full Paper 1.
	

	Spring 1 and spring 2 (approx. 8 weeks)
	Students will study Child Language spoken acquisition. This will involve understanding how children develop speech. Language levels will be used to analyse transcripts; alongside using theory and research to support their ideas.
	There will be an assessment on Paper 1: Section B: Children’s spoken language development 0-11 years.
Students need to write an evaluative response to a statement they are given

	

	Summer 1
	Complete Non Exam Assessed unit (NEA). This begins with the Language Investigation. Students will find a topic to investigate, find their own data and analyse it 
	First draft editing and then a final award. Final submission by the end June
	

	Summer 2
	Students will begin the second part of the NEA an original wiring piece and a commentary about their language choices in their original writing piece.
	First draft editing and then a final award. Final submission by the end of term.
	

	
	
	
	


	Year 13
	What are we doing?
	How am I assessed?
	Tick if completed

	Autumn 1
	Paper 1: continued and completed with section B. Study of Child Language acquisition- writing and reading. This will involve understanding how children develop their literacy. Language levels will be used to analyse transcripts; alongside using theory and research to support their ideas.
Reading can come into either question (spoken or written acquisition)


	There will be an assessment on Paper 1: Section B: Children’s writing language development 0-11 years.
Students need to write an evaluative response to a statement they are given


	

	Autumn 2
	Paper 2 Section A: Students will study Language Change and World Englishes. This will involve the study of changes in English from 1600 to present day and attitudes to Language change and how English is used around the world in different countries either as the first language or as a second language. It also includes the study of English as Lingua Franca. Unlike other questions, there is no data in this question so students need to learn examples they can include in responses.
	You will be assessed on Paper 2: Language Change and World Englishes.
Students need to write an evaluative response to a statement they are given


	

	Spring 1
(Approx 8 weeks)
	Paper 2 Section B Language discourses.  Students will be given two texts which are thematically linked and they will need to write about the discourses (a way of talking, writing or arguing about a subject). The texts will be about an area of language change or diversity which students will compare in their response. This is the mostly heavily weighted question.
Students will need to learn how to write for a specific audience so they can write a feature article related to the theme in the two texts given in the previous question

	You will be assessed on Paper 2 Section B: Language discourses and a creative writing task

	

	Spring 2
(approx 4 weeks left to revise
	Paper 1 Revision of Textual analysis, variations and representations and comparisons of texts and Child Language Acquisition. 
Paper 2 revision after Paper 1 mock


	Paper 1 mock before Easter Holidays
	

	Summer 1
	Paper 2 revision and mock
	 Paper 2 mock then

A level exams!!
	


