Texting is making English a foreign language

Michael Deacon believes that literature is likely to become as abbreviated as teenagers'
attention spans.
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Baroness Greenfield, the neuroscientist, is worried that sending text messages may cause young people
to have shorter attention spans. If she's right, of course, none of those young people will be aware of
this, because she expressed her views in a newspaper article of several hundred words, some of them
long, all of them spelt correctly, and none of them using digits as substitutes for whole syllables. All
terribly old-fashioned and out-of-d8. So they won't have read it.

In all probability, then, she's preaching only to the converted. None the less, I'm right behind her.
Admittedly, I'm not in the least qualified to comment on whether text messaging can cause mental
disorders, or whether predictive text — the ability of your phone to guess what you're going to say —
will stunt your powers of self-expression, and make you less thoughtful and more error-prone. But I do
know one thing. Reading text speak, or txt spk, makes my eyes water as if hit by a jet of lemon juice.
And even if using text speak doesn't reduce your attention span, it suggests that you've already got a

pretty damn short one.

What is the excuse for it? I know that keeping messages below a certain character count can make
them cheaper, but anyone who has ever received a text from a teenage relative will know that, if
brevity was their aim, they wouldn't insist on ending every sentence with a row of at least six

exclamation marks.

Being the neurotic, prematurely aged pedant that I am, I always type out every word in full when I'm
texting, as if I were going to submit the thing to a publisher rather than merely use it to let my
girlfriend know I've caught the 18.46 from Victoria station. Unlike the teenagers relying on their
predictive text (and substituting "book" for "cool" or "Smirnoff" for "poisoned", because the keys are
the same), I even reread it to check for spelling and grammar errors.
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